
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 6
Genesis 6:1-4

v. 3 - 120 Years - this is likely a generalization about the declining length of human’s lifespan.  We read in 
Genesis 5 how many people were living for hundreds of years.  From the time after the flood, these numbers will 
sharply decline. Adam lived 930 years.  Noah 950.  Shem, Noah’s son will live 600 and by the time you are at 
Abraham (9 generations later) he will live to 175 and his grandson Jacob, 147.  Some commentaries also suggest 
that the time left until the flood (when most of humanity would die) was 120 years.   It seems that either way, the 
point is humans aren’t living forever anymore because of sin.

Humans are filling the earth, just as the LORD instructed them to in Genesis 1:28 but with their population 
multiplying, so is their evil.

Sons of God, Daughters of Men & Nephilim, oh my!

A brief word about this interesting section.  Here are the two main thoughts on interpretation of this section.  First, the word 
“Nephilim” is a Hebrew transliteration because it’s unclear exactly what the term means.  Some believe the word means 
“fallen ones” and others believe nt is a word for “giants”, basing it on the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures.  It is 
only used one other time in Scripture (Numbers 13:33) which is the record of the spies going into the land of Canaan and 
feeling like “grasshoppers”.  

With that in mind, let’s look at the two ideas:

1 - “sons of God” is another way to refer to angelic beings and these angels had improper sexual relationships 
with “daughters of men” aka human women.  The result of this was that the women had half human-half angel 
babies who became a special breed of creature called “Nephilim”.  The idea that they were on the earth “and also 
afterwards” either implies these angel-humans survived the flood or that there were other incidents of this after 
the flood thus allowing for Nephilim to be present in Numbers 13 as well.  This view would then make sense verses 
like 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 1:6.

2 - “sons of God” and “daughters of men” are terms used for human men and women.  Men and women were getting 
married, having children during this time.  The Nephilim were “men of renown” aka famous men.  Something about this 
unique group of people was special and there were men like this (famous, renowned, etc) both before and after the 
flood.  So when Numbers 13 uses “Nephilim” it’s talking about these famous and notable figures as well.  These 
weren’t a class of people who survived the flood (which seems improbable due to the specific words God uses like “I 
will destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life…” (6:17) etc
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In truth, we could likely make an impassioned case for either view.  However, we yet again in our journey through Genesis find 
ourselves with out all the facts (remember when we couldn’t conclude the origin of the serpent from Genesis alone?!).  Yet we 
can get a sense of the story to understand that something fishy is going on.  Whether these verses speak of relationships 
between humans and humans or humans and angels, something seems to be coming to a head.

Genesis 6:5-7 - State Of Humanity

Wickedness → “great”.  Every intent of the thoughts of people’s hearts → “only evil continually” How we have 
fallen from “very good”.  In fact the text tells us that God’s heart was “grieved” and he was “sorry” that He had 
made humans.  (more on this later).  As a result, God is going to destroy all that he has made.

Wow.

Genesis 6:8-10 - Noah

After the description of the evil upon the earth and God’s announcement of it’s impending destruction, God inserts a 
short but powerful verse - “But Noah found favor (grace)in God’s eyes (v. 8)”.  This is the first usage of the word 
“favor” (KJV: grace) in the entire Bible and how appropriate it’s placement is.  The whole world is a mess and God 
shows favor to Noah, a sinner himself.  We don’t learn much about the life of Noah before this moment but we see 
God’s favor upon him and a response which will resound throughout time.

The little we do know about Noah is pretty special: He was righteous, he was blameless in his time and he “walked 
with God” (the special relationship we learned about with Enoch in Genesis 5). 

Genesis 6:11-16 - God Calls Noah To Build An Ark

Noah and his sons (Shem, Ham and Japheth) are commissioned to build an ark in the midst of a world teeming with evil 
(and you thought your workplace was tough!).  This will be quite the project.

ESV Study Bible:  “In modern measurements, the ark would have been around 450 feet (140 m) long, 75 feet (23 m) 
wide, and 45 feet (14 m) high, yielding a displacement of about 43,000 tons (about 39 million kg). The inside 
capacity would have been 1.4 million cubic feet (39,644 cubic m), with an approximate total deck area of 95,700 
square feet (8,891 square m).”

Genesis 6:17-22 - What Noah Will Fill Ark With

In addition to building the Ark, Noah is charged with filling the ark with representatives from ever animal species 
and plenty of food for his family and the animals.  The text tells us that at the appropriate time the animals “will 
come to you…” (v. 20), thus explaining how this all would have worked out.  That’s pretty cool.

Two other important theological points are made in this section: 
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v. 17 - “I, even I” - make no mistake about who was bringing this flood upon the earth.  Some have suggested that 
the devil was the cause of the flood and that God “allowed” him to do it.  However, the text clearly says that God 
is the originator of this act of judgement.

In many ways this is the culmination of the first sin of Genesis 3.  God has let his creation make their own choices 
and as a result the downward spiral of evil continues.  And at last, everyone has chosen evil, all the time.  This is 
not the world God originally intended and His desire and plan will not be thwarted by the foolishness of humans. 
 God is designer and creator of the universe and He is entitled to have things His way.

v. 18 - covenant - This is the first usage in Scripture of an incredible important word: “covenant”.  A covenant is 
a solemn and binding agreement between two or more parties to do or not do certain things.  Covenant (Hebrew: 
berith) is the primary way that the LORD will work and interact with humans in Scripture and His covenant with 
Noah, his family and the creation itself is the first of its kind after the downfall of humanity.

The basic pattern of a Biblical covenant is this:  I (the LORD) will do (this) for you if you, (human), agree to do/not 
do (this).  Things will be good if you obey, and things will not go well if you break the terms.  A unique element to 
making a covenant with God is that He is always able to keep His end of the agreement!

There is no record of how Noah responded other than “Thus Noah did…” (v. 22).  That’s a pretty good response.  
Noah responded to grace, trusted God and obeyed in light of his faith.  We should model that in our lives.  Noah 
didn’t know how every day or situation or step in this covenant journey was going to turn out, but he trusted the 
faithful God!

Something that is not often highlighted from this section is the interesting window in the character of God.  Though we 
highlighted that the LORD was bringing this flood (I, even I from verse. 17), we also should note another point this chapter 
addresses.

Genesis 6:6 says that God was “grieved in his heart”.  This tells us that the choices of humanity affect the heart of our 
Creator.  This attribute doesn’t make Him weak, it makes Him personal.  The ancient Greeks and Romans, as well as the 
primitive cultures before them created gods that did not feel, that were unaffected by the choices of their human subjects. 
 The gods lived in their realm and did their god-thing, and how the god’s lived affected life on earth (ex: if the gods fought, 
that’s what lead to natural disasters or war.  If the gods were happy, that’s why there was a good harvest that year etc.). 
  The gods humans invent are fickle and temperamental and unpredictable, like humans.  But Yahweh is not like the humans he 
made.  He is faithful, reliable and has integrity.  He is the only and everlasting God!

And knowing how our choices affect God should inspire us to take seriously the choices we make.  Though God will never be 
found sulking in a corner with hurt feelings - the choices you and I make mean something to him.  When we choose freely to sin 
(which he freely lets us choose!), his heart is hurt and in contrast when we choose to be faithful and obey (which he also 
freely lets us choose!), imagine how this must bring joy to his heart!

Yes God is sovereign and rules over all - but he interacts with his creation because He loves them.  He is personal and 
relational - and we should rejoice in this truth and be inspired to bring joy to heaven as we live for Him every day!
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